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A Church

Of Summer
There's A Reunion Of Sorts
Sundays In West Fairlee

By ROSEMARY LUNARDING
Valley News R Writer
WEST FAIRLEE -~
When the West Fairlee Cen-
ter Church opened its doors
last Sunday evening for its
ices, people ed
arTi plenty
early had old friends
to talk 1o, in the same pews S8
many of their ancestors
knew. For some, there was
a strell through the grave-
ard before the service
an, to jook at the head- |
stones. among them many |
p‘ége Marey and Niles fam-
On the highest knoll of
this hilly gravevard is the
; monument

B

?“S‘;nw patriots, h; Nathaniel Niles” grave stands near
i i MW, _— “0'..’._. the West Fairlee Center Church.
It seems the congregation's -
services may have been some-
" what seasonal in its early days as

they are today for voted

the_irspiﬁ!mlieaﬂa-!msmte

legislature for seven terms and to ?  Doris Honig of Ely remembers

the National House of Represent- the church from the 1920s and

atives in Philadelphia. When "30s when she arrived at Eim-

Niles was home at Elmwood wood Farm each summer from
-} Farm. just down the road from New Jersey with her family. In
§ ‘the church. his kitchen was op:; : w days m;:m szf-m \;feas
i occupied by some of Nile's

Sundays. . descendants. It was both a board-

- According to Rev. Gary Waitof | ing house and 2 working farm

1 South Newbury, Niles often which Honig loved to visit. -

e

A still & member of the
umm&so{mﬁﬁ‘

commaunity church in spint, Wait
said. myvisizmg mimsters, as
well as the summer congregation.
mostly come from aearby
churches, no matter what theit
denomrunation. 3
riorie Graves of Ely esti-
m*iaes?h:cm& was a full-time
church for about a bundred years
aiter it was built in 1855 ‘Hhﬂd
the same Congregational minister
as West Fairlee and Vershire,
she recalled. Graves said it still
has a Congregational service,
with the old Congregational
hymnbook. :
A small church committee

keepsumngjng They meet in

iate May and choose the minis-
ters a ists for the sum-
mer. A building commitiee looks
after what needs to be done to the

En’;ym does what they
feel they can do,” Graves said.
~Barbars Slack is the clerk and
she and her hushand also mow
Fifteen years agoe the church
committee had to decide what to

in
New York City, the $20.-
000 that was

Many peopie remember the day




